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SCHOOL BUS DRIVERS

Authoricy

studerts transported in a school bus shal1 be undet the authority of,
and responsible directly to, the driver of the bus. The driver shall
be held responsible foi lhe orde!1y conduct of the students while they
af,e on the bua o! being escorted acroas a Etreet, highway. or road.
(Code of ReguLations, Tit. le 5, Section 14103)

Whellever he/she determines that it i6 unsafe to continue operating the
bus, the school bus driver EhaLl pu1l off tshe road at the f irst safe
place and wait unti l  i t  j .s 6afe to ploceed.

( c f -  3543
7

TransporXation Safety and .&nergencies)
- Bua Codduct)

Oualif icatiotrs aDd Tralnl-Dg

A11 school bue drivera enployed by the diEtrict
of gtudeltta 6ha11 possess, at '  a minimum:

A valid l icense fo! t 'he appropriate class
the SCale Department of Moto! Vehicles.

fo! the transport.ation

of vehicle,  igeued by
(Vehicle Code 12517)

Certi f ied complet. ion of the f irsE aid tesE given by the
cali fornj.a Highway Patrol, or a current f irst aid celt i f icaLe
issued by the Anerican Red Cross or by an organizatj"on whose
first aid training program is at least equivalent? a6 determined
by the Emergency Medical Servicea Authority. (Vehj.cle Code

A current medical. certificate as required by Law. (Vehicle Code
125a7 .2 )

A Cal i for l t i .a speciaL dr iver cert i f j -cate val- id for dr iv ing a
school bus. (vehicle code 12517)

A11 €chooI bus drivers sha11 leceive training as mandated by Iaw.
They also shal.L be faniLiar lr i th and adbere to diBtrict pol icieg and
r.egulations relating to etudent tranEportation.

School bus drivers shall receive instruction in the proper securement
of mobj.Le seaEing deviceE j.n the bu6. (Education Code 56221.)

(cf. 354J,.2 - Trarsportation

School bus drivers shal1 be
accoldance with Board Policy

for students L,i  th Disabi. l i t ies)

subjects to drug and alcohol teating
and the requirements of fedelal La!r.

1 n
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SCHOOL BUS DRMRS (continued)

(c f , .  4172.42/4212,42/4372.42 -  Dt tg aad ATcohol  Tesxing for  schoal  Bus
Drivets)

The Superintendent or de6i9!ee shalf notify the Departme[t of Motor
Vehiclea witshir five days whenever any Ecbool" bus dliver is dismissed
fo! a cause related to student tranEportation safety, or whenevet a
driver so dismissed has been rei l tatated. (Vehicle Code 1808.8)

Eeaponsibi l iuie6

The school bu6 driver'6 major responsibi l i ty is to €afely t laosport
Etudents to and from Bchool and Echool acti.vi.ties.

Except in an emergency, driverE 6ha11 not require any student Eo leave
the bus en roule between hofte and school or other destinations.

Drivers sha11 slop t'o load o! unload sEudents only at a school bus
sEop designated by the Superintendent or desj.gnee or authorized by Ehe
superintendent or designee for school activity tr ips. (vehicle code
2 2 a A 2 )

wtren sEudents need to cross a highway o! plivate load where the bus is
stopped and rraff ic is not congrol led by a traff ic off icer or off icial
t laff ic control signaI, the dl iver ahalL: (vehicle Code 22112)

L. Check for approaching traffic in aL1 iu.rectioD6; when j.t ia safe,
activate the ffa€hing red light signal system and the stop aigrral
. ' f  i f  a r l h h l  i  c d

2. Befole opening the door, eltaute chac the flashing red signal
lights and stop sig:raf arm are activated aud that it. is safe to
exit Ehe bua.

3. Escort al l  studenta in glades pre-kindergarten through eight
across the highla'ay or private road, using an approved hand-held
rrSToP" sign vrhj. le so doing.

4. Require all students to waLk in front of the buE as tshey cross
the road o! highway.

5. Ensure thag all etudenes who need Eo cross the load or highway
have crossed safely and thaE all othe! unloaded students are a
safe dist.ance from ghe bus before settiDg the bus in motion.
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SCHOOI, BUS DRMRS ( continued)

Bus drivers shalf operate red and amber bus fights and signaf
arma in accordance with 1aw, The Superintendent or designee
sha1l notify drivers whenever lhe district designates a stop
that presents unique traffic hazards merit ing use of the
flashing red l ights even when no scudents are crossing the
roadway. Such stops sha1l be so degignated only with the
approval of local traffic engineering authorit ies.

School bus driverg shall report to Ehe superviaor on the
f o11ora'ing:

1- Recurring and serj.ous student misbehavior.

2. Parental and student cornplaints.

3. A11 accidente involvinq students or schoof vehicles.

4. Al1 traffic violations which endanger students.

5. Consistently late school dismissals nhich cause
traneportation delays. (Such occurrences must also be
brought Co the altention of the school principaf.)

5. overload runs.

Drivers shal1 report a1l school bus accidents imrnediately Eo the
California Highr^ray Patrol, the disLrict, and t.he driver's
employer (if other lhan dietrict) . (code of Regulations, Title
l -3 ,  Sec t ion  1219 )

Ireg . Referej]ce. (see next page)
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Leqa.l Refererce:

39433 OperaXing bus in vid.ation of order or reg!7ati.on or without
operator' a qualif ication
40080 - 40090. 5 SpeciaTizeal vehic-le drlver training eourBes
5622a aalopxion of po-ticies

7808.8 Disnissaf for Eafety-relaEed cause
2570-2575 TranspoiXaXion of schoo-l pupjJ.s
).2517 gchoof bu6 and pupj] acrjnity bus driver qualiflcations;
ceftificates, fees
72577-2 Medical report; phyaicaT exaninatjon
72522 Firat aial examina|ion for schooT bus drivet
73376 Driver cerXificatea; tevocation or suspengion; sex offenBe
pro3ecution
22).12 School bus sjgma]
25257 Schoof bus; flaahing 7lght signaT sysxen
25257.2 Schoof bus uaed for transportation of ilevd"oFnentaTfy
djsab.led persot
3450!.6 SchooL buses..  reduced visibiTi ty
34508.5 lbvestigation of accidents
coDE oF FZeUttfIoNs. trItE 5
f4703 Authority of the driver
CODE OF FEGULA?IONSs. fTIIIE 73

7202 GenetaT provisiong
72!9 school bus regu-latjons
J.227 School bus 6tops
CODE OF FEDERAI' RECUI'ATIONS. Vry.E 49
577-222 Federal notot vebicle aatetv stanilard # 222

SCHOOL EUS DRMRS (continued)
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